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The Village of Rushville sits east of Canandaigua Lake on the border of Yates County 

and Ontario County. It lies central among the Town of Gorham, Town of Middlesex, and 

Town of Potter. The most recent comprehensive plan for the Village was completed in 

1965. Since then, the Village of Rushville has experienced fluctuations in population 

over the past few decades and has even come close to a dissolution. With the desire to 

increase community engagement and improve Village services and amenities, the 

need for a framework to achieve these goals became apparent. Rushville’s 

comprehensive plan was developed with the intent of being a guiding resource in 

helping the Village achieve its desired future through a unified vision. The plan was 

designed to ensure that the small-town character would be preserved, home 

ownership opportunities would increase, local businesses would grow and continue to 

be supported, and that growth and development would occur in a sustainable matter.  

With cherished natural resources such as the Moody Trail, Canandaigua Lake, a 

community park, and open space, it was important that these were considered when 

developing the plan to ensure that they are protected, improved, and safe for all to 

access.  
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The purpose of the Rushville Comprehensive Plan is to serve as a tool in shaping the 

Village’s future over the next ten to fifteen years. This plan is rooted in community core 

values and a strong unified vision that has been defined by the community through 

robust public engagement. The plan will ensure that future development and land use 

patterns in the Village align with its vision.  

The plan is not a regulatory document, but rather a framework to guide the Village 

board and its residents in making decisions that will advance the Village’s land use 

development, local economy, growth, and vitality. This plan will be used to secure 

funding for projects that have been identified under key initiatives and implementation 

efforts.  

The plan is not simply a wish list of items that the Village desires. Overarching strategies, 

or key initiatives, are developed based on the Village’s vision and core values as a filter 

to ensure future development and initiatives are purposeful in addressing community 

needs and align with the community standards.  

While comprehensive plans are not mandatory in New York State, New York’s zoning-

enabling statues require that zoning laws be adopted in accordance with a 

comprehensive plan, should the community choose to undertake the process. Section 

§ 7-722 of New York State Village law allows Villages to undertake long-range planning 

efforts on their own. 

The comprehensive plan can be used for 

everyday municipal procedures such as decision 

making for zoning code updates, site plan 

reviews, special use permits, area variances, use 

variances, and subdivisions.  Additionally, the 

plan should guide budget decisions, capital 

planning, and other operational foundations of 

the Village. 
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Previous Plans and Initiatives 

 

Rushville Comprehensive Plan 1965 

The most recent comprehensive plan completed for the Village was in 1965. Typically, a 

comprehensive plan is updated every 10-15 years to ensure it is still in alignment with the 

community’s values and vision. It is critical for the plan to be routinely reviewed and 

updated, so as to ensure that the vision and values remain aligned with those of the 

residents and stakeholders in the community.  

Village of Rushville Zoning Ordinance 2011 

The Village of Rushville Local Low #2-2011 was adopted in 2011. It consists of articles I-

XXII that define districts, regulations, dimensional requirements, general administration 

and enforcement, zoning board of appeals procedures, and planning board 

procedures. The articles were accompanied by a zoning map of the Village. This zoning 

ordinance was done to help keep development in the Village organized and 

enforceable. The Village has a part-time code enforcement officer that fulfills code 

enforcement duties such as inspections and compliance efforts.  

Water Sewer Rate Study 2021 

A study was completed in 2021 to review the Village of Rushville Water operations. This 

involved collaboration between the Rushville Department of Public Works 

Superintendent and the Town of Middlesex. The purpose of the study was to establish 

equitable water rates that fully fund the budget and establishes a reserve for short term 

asset replacement. This was done to improve Village water rates for residents and 

improve the billing system.  

Dollar General Proposal 2021 

In spring of 2021 the Village received a proposal to develop the parcel adjacent to the 

Gorhan/Rushville municipal boundary for a 9100sf Dollar General. An informational 

meeting was held on May 10, 2021 with the developer. This project would have entailed 

a zoning law change from being a residential district to a commercial district. While this 

was an initiative to bring new business to the Village, it was very controversial. Some of 

the public conveyed that big box stores may not fit the local character and 

emphasized the need to support small local businesses instead. Others were in favor of 

the dollar general in hopes it could boost the Village economy and be a close source 

for goods they often have to travel outside of the Village for. The project ultimately did 

not get approved.  
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Water System Improvements Project 2022-2023 

The Village held a public hearing for the Village of Rushville Water Treatment Plant 

improvement preliminary engineering report (PER). In 2018, the Village was issued a 

citation by the New York State Department of Health for having elevated 

concentrations of the cyanotoxin Microcystin-LR in their filter plant effluent due to an 

on-going blue-green algae bloom. The Village of Rushville was recently awarded a 

Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Planning Grant to evaluate potential 

water treatment enhancements, specifically targeting the removal of algal toxins and 

other potential perfluorooctanesulfonic acid / perfluorooctanoic acid (PFOS/PFAS). 

The PER was funded by the CDBG program. The public hearing was well attended and 

residents were familiar with the findings defined in the PER. Currently the project is in a 

funding year and expected to move ahead in 2023 or 2024. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Reference: https://dos.ny.gov/system/files/documents/2021/09/guide_to_planning_and_zoning_laws2.pdf) 

https://www.villageofrushville.org/pdf/Water_Rate_Study-2021.pdf 

https://www.villageofrushville.org/Public_Hearing_CDBG_Grant_Sept_2022.pdf 

https://www.villageofrushville.org/laws/pdf_60.pdf 

https://dos.ny.gov/system/files/documents/2021/09/guide_to_planning_and_zoning_laws2.pdf
https://www.villageofrushville.org/Public_Hearing_CDBG_Grant_Sept_2022.pdf
https://www.villageofrushville.org/laws/pdf_60.pdf
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Rushville Past & Present 
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History of Rushville 

Previously known as Federal Hollow, the 

Village of Rushville was named Rushville in 

1818. The name Federal Hollow is said to be 

derived from its history of being settled by 

Federalists and situated in the valley 

(hollow) of the West River that flows into 

Canandaigua Lake. The name change 

was in honor of founding father and noted 

physician Dr. Benjamin Rush. The Village 

established itself throughout the early 

1800’s with the first church, The 

Congressional, being formed in 1802 and a post office being established as early as 1818. 

In 1866 Rushville was incorporated as a Village. Roads and school names also pay tribute 

to some of Rushville’s earliest settlers. Elias Gilbert built  a log cabin and opened a tavern 

in 1792 establishing himself as the community’s first settler, however, many Seneca Native 

Americans were already living in the area. Gilbert is also credited with building a saw mill 

in the settlement which utilized power from the West River in 1800. William Basset is 

credited with being the community’s second settler in the 1790s. He also became the 

settlement’s first teacher. One of those most notable natives of then Federal Hollow was 

Marcus Whitman who was born in his father’s log cabin in 1892. Whitman went on to 

become a medical doctor in 1832, after which he practiced for a few years before 

becoming an elder in the Presbyterian Church. In 1835 Whitman ventured out to Oregon 

to search for potential mission sites for the church. He and wife Narcissa Prentice founded 

the mission  to the Cayuse Indians who were located in the Walla Walla valley in 

Washington. With growing mistrust ultimately fueled by the  1847 measles epidemic, the 

Whitmans, along with 14 other missionaries, were killed in a Cayuse raid, ending the 

Cayuse mission. The Marcus-Whitman School District is named in honor of him and he is 

the only individual from Ontario County who is honored with a bronze statue in the 

Capitol building in Washington D.C.  

In 2017, the Village faced an effort to force dissolution.  Local residents rallied around the 

cause of a locally-managed government, and ultimately prevailed in an ensuing 

referendum by significant margins.  
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Rushville Today   

The Village of Rushville lies east of 

Canandaigua Lake on the border of Yates 

County and Ontario County. It lies central 

among the Town of Gorham, Town of 

Middlesex, and Town of Potter. In order to 

better understand the current operational 

conditions of the Village, a market analysis was 

conducted to gain clarity around 

demographics and trends surrounding growth 

and development. The data for this market 

analysis comes from various reputable sources 

such as Esri, the American Community Survey, 

and the United States Census Bureau. To get a 

meaningful understanding of functionality in 

the Village, statistics were compared to those 

of Ontario County and Yates County.  

 

Market Areas Defined The following sections 

reporting demographic, industry, and housing 

data refer to three distinct geographies – the 

Village of Rushville, Ontario County, and Yates 

County.  

 

 

 

Village of Rushville, NY 

Sources: 

https://www.tcpl.org/sites/default/files/content/archive/150years202-237.pdf 

https://www.mpnnow.com/story/news/local/2014/04/24/history-ontario-county-federal-hollow/37523430007/ 

Americas First Rushville 

https://www.villageofrushville.org/history_room.php 
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Demographics  
The chart below shows general demographic information for all three geographies. The 

Village of Rushville has a higher percentage of owner-occupied housing units than both 

Counties, but particularly Yates County. The median age in the Village is three years 

younger than Yates County and more than 5 years younger than Ontario County. While 

population growth is anticipated for Ontario County, both the Village and Yates County 

are projected to lose population over the next five years.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Below are demographic trends for the Village of Rushville. From 2010-2026 population is 

anticipated to decline. However, the number of households will remain fairly consistent. 

Owner occupied housing units have increased substantially, and as such rental units 

have decreased. Additionally, median age is expected to rise.  

 

Demographic Trends, Village of Rushville

Item 2010 Census 2021 2026 2010 - 2026

Population 677              671           664       -1.92%

Households 258              262          262       1.55%

Families 170               184           182        7.06%

Average Household Size 2.53             2.54         2.51       -0.79%

Owner Occupied Housing Units 170               212           215        26.47%

Renter Occupied Housing Units 88                50            57         -35.23%

Median Age 37.7             39.1          40.1       6.37%

Source: 2010 US Census, ESRI

Demographics, 2021

Type Village of 

Rushville

Ontario 

County

Yates County

Population 671                113,178          24,935          

Anticipated pop. change 2021-26 -1% 2.2% -2.2%

Households 262               45,863          9,452            

Families 184                29,689          6,244           

Average Household Size 2.54              2.40             2.49             

Owner Occupied Housing Units 212                31,316           7,418            

Percent Owner Occupied 80.9% 68.3% 78.5%

Renter Occupied Housing Units 50                 14,547          2,034            

Median Age 39.1               44.3             42.1              

Source: ESRI
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Diversity 

The racial composition in the Village of 

Rushville is primarily white. Diversity within 

the Village of Rushville is largely consistent 

with Yates County, while Ontario County 

has slightly more racial diversity. 

Generational Breakdown  

Greatest Generation, Baby Boomers, Gen X, Millennials, Gen Z, and Alphas were 

analyzed across all three geographies. Gen Z and Baby Boomers are the top two 

generations for all three geographies. Baby Boomers make up the largest share of the 

population for both Counties, and are a close second to Gen Z for the Village. The 

Village overall has a higher concentration of younger generations. The generational 

breakdown of the Village is similar to both Counties.  

Educational Attainment, Ages 25 and Older 

Educational attainment in the Village more closely reflects that of Yates County than 

Ontario County. Ontario County has a higher concentration of individuals with 

Bachelors and Graduate Degrees than the other two geographies. 15.1% of Village 

Race Composition, 2021

Village of 

Rushville

Ontario 

County

Yates 

County

White 96.6% 91.5% 95.9%

Black 0.9% 2.7% 0.9%

American Indian 0.1% 0.3% 0.2%

Asian 0.3% 1.5% 1.0%

Pacific Islander 0.0% 0.0% 0.0%

Hispanic 2.8% 5.6% 2.4%

Other 0.6% 1.9% 0.5%

Two or More Races 1.5% 2.2% 1.4%

Source: ESRI
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residents 25 and older have not received a high school diploma or equivalent, 

compared to 5.7% in Ontario County and 13% in Yates County. 35% of Village residents 

have some college or an Associate’s Degree, compared to 28.2% in Yates County and 

30.6% in Ontario County.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Income and Poverty  

Income levels in the Village are generally similar to those in Yates County, but 

substantially less than in Ontario County. Overall, there is a lower concentration of 

poverty in the Village compared to both Counties. 

 

Poverty Comparison

Village of 

Rushville

Ontario 

County

Yates 

County

% of Households Below 

Poverty Line
5.9% 8.3% 11.1%

% of Married Couple Families 

Below Poverty Line
1.7% 1.2% 3.2%

Source: ESRI; 2015 - 2019 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates

Income Comparison, 2021

Village of 

Rushville

Ontario 

County

Yates 

County

Median Household Income $57,738 $67,495 $56,353

Per Capita Income $27,034 $37,129 $28,226

Median Disposable Income $45,331 $52,856 $44,297

Source: ESRI
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Industry Sectors 
The following table displays the industry composition of all three geographies. For the 

analysis of industry composition, the Village of Rushville was proxied by ZIP code 14544. 

Government and Health Care and Social Assistance are among top employers in all 

three geographies.  Although Manufacturing is the top employing industry in Yates 

County, it makes up less than 2.5% of employment in the Village.  

The majority of jobs in the Village are in the Government industry (56.8%, 224). The next 

largest employing industry is Health Care and Social Assistance, which only makes up 

12.5% of jobs. Most industries have less than 10 jobs in the Village, with ten industries 

having no jobs at all.  

  

2020 Jobs by Industry

Ontario County Yates County

NAICS Description Job Count % of Total % of Total % of Total

90 Government 224 56.8% 16.2% 16.0%

62 Health Care and Social Assistance 49 12.5% 14.2% 12.5%

23 Construction 32 8.2% 6.6% 6.5%

56
Administrative and Support and Waste 

Management and Remediation Services
29 7.2% 2.7% 2.7%

81 Other Services (except Public Administration) 21 5.4% 4.3% 5.8%

11 Agriculture, Forestry, Fishing and Hunting <10 <2.5% 1.7% 3.4%

31 Manufacturing <10 <2.5% 12.5% 16.5%

44 Retail Trade <10 <2.5% 13.7% 10.4%

51 Information <10 <2.5% 1.3% 0.4%

52 Finance and Insurance <10 <2.5% 2.0% 1.5%

72 Accommodation and Food Services <10 <2.5% 7.5% 5.5%

21 Mining, Quarrying, and Oil and Gas Extraction 0 0.0% 0.1% 0.2%

22 Utilities 0 0.0% 0.1% <0.1%

42 Wholesale Trade 0 0.0% 3.1% 1.7%

48 Transportation and Warehousing 0 0.0% 2.9% 1.9%

53 Real Estate and Rental and Leasing 0 0.0% 0.8% 2.7%

54 Professional, Scientific, and Technical Services 0 0.0% 3.2% 1.7%

55 Management of Companies and Enterprises 0 0.0% 2.3% 0.5%

61 Educational Services 0 0.0% 2.8% 9.0%

71 Arts, Entertainment, and Recreation 0 0.0% 1.9% 1.0%

99 Unclassified Industry 0 0.0% 0.1% <0.1%

Total 394 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%

Source: EMSI

Village of Rushville 

(Zip 14544)
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Retail Sector 
Retail Gap Analysis reveals specific retail categories for which local demand for goods 

and services are not sufficiently served by a local supply. Therefore, residents will source 

these goods from outside the region and dollars will leave the area. The ‘Retail Gap’ 

assigns an approximate monetary value to the difference in the amount of household 

spending occurring in each retail category, versus the actual spending occurring in the 

Village. Through the establishment of new businesses, or the expansion of existing 

business in underserved retail categories, the 

Village may be able to recapture some of these 

dollars currently “leaking” outside the local 

economy.  

• Local demand from Village residents on its 

own, would be insufficient to support the 

addition of new retail establishments. 

However, new businesses may be able to 

recapture a portion of the demand for 

goods and services from residents located 

in the local market and surrounding area. 

 

• Looking at a 15-minute driving radius tells a 

similar story, with the exception that the 

Village could potentially support a Clothing 

Store when considering this larger area.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Supportable Retail, 15 minute driving radius

NAICS 2017 Industry Group Retail Gap 25% Recapture NYS Average 

Sales Per 

Business

Supportable 

Businesses

4481 Clothing Stores $7,485,491 $1,871,373 $1,572,375 1.19

4461 Health & Personal Care Stores $8,139,631 $2,034,908 $2,402,154 0.85

4471 Gasoline Stations $10,290,182 $2,572,546 $3,845,544 0.67

4532 Office Supplies, Stationery & Gift Stores $1,482,517 $370,629 $792,645 0.47

4533 Used Merchandise Stores $420,529 $105,132 $323,314 0.33

443 Electronics & Appliance Stores $2,824,647 $706,162 $2,194,137 0.32

4452 Specialty Food Stores $911,971 $227,993 $720,576 0.32

7224 Drinking Places - Alcoholic Beverages $661,612 $165,403 $530,855 0.31

4531 Florists $484,305 $121,076 $403,384 0.30

4529 Other General Merchandise Stores $3,325,545 $831,386 $3,154,944 0.26

4483 Jewelry, Luggage & Leather Goods Stores $1,769,799 $442,450 $1,790,514 0.25

4442 Lawn & Garden Equip & Supply Stores $632,638 $158,160 $819,251 0.19

4482 Shoe Stores $699,283 $174,821 $1,438,752 0.12

4543 Direct Selling Establishments $582,466 $145,617 $1,313,172 0.11

7223 Special Food Services $302,870 $75,718 $722,777 0.10

4541 Electronic Shopping & Mail-Order Houses $1,486,197 $371,549 $4,816,912 0.08

4512 Book, Periodical & Music Stores $229,304 $57,326 $1,123,119 0.05

4542 Vending Machine Operators $73,922 $18,481 $529,819 0.03

Source: ESRI, MRB Group
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Supportable Retail, Village of Rushville

NAICS 2017 Industry Group Retail Gap 25% Recapture

NYS Average 

Sales Per 

Business

Supportable 

Businesses

4411 Automobile Dealers $1,313,695 $328,424 $8,179,554 0.04

4412 Other Motor Vehicle Dealers $166,011 $41,503 $2,313,928 0.02

4413 Auto Parts, Accessories & Tire Stores $141,500 $35,375 $943,686 0.04

4421 Furniture Stores $143,904 $35,976 $1,906,735 0.02

4422 Home Furnishings Stores $144,270 $36,068 $1,266,603 0.03

4441 Bldg Material & Supplies Dealers $309,948 $77,487 $2,101,730 0.04

4442 Lawn & Garden Equip & Supply Stores $56,346 $14,087 $819,251 0.02

4451 Grocery Stores $757,164 $189,291 $3,816,887 0.05

4452 Specialty Food Stores $100,331 $25,083 $720,576 0.03

4453 Beer, Wine & Liquor Stores $104,033 $26,008 $1,204,840 0.02

4461 Health & Personal Care Stores $782,584 $195,646 $2,402,154 0.08

4471 Gasoline Stations $956,449 $239,112 $3,845,544 0.06

4481 Clothing Stores $436,255 $109,064 $1,572,375 0.07

4482 Shoe Stores $73,319 $18,330 $1,438,752 0.01

4483 Jewelry, Luggage & Leather Goods Stores $94,157 $23,539 $1,790,514 0.01

4511 Sporting Goods/Hobby/Musical Instr Stores $196,964 $49,241 $1,351,793 0.04

4512 Book, Periodical & Music Stores $34,994 $8,749 $1,123,119 0.01

4521 Department Stores Excluding Leased Depts. $597,727 $149,432 $9,565,011 0.02

4529 Other General Merchandise Stores $400,577 $100,144 $3,154,944 0.03

4531 Florists $27,134 $6,784 $403,384 0.02

4532 Office Supplies, Stationery & Gift Stores $94,344 $23,586 $792,645 0.03

4533 Used Merchandise Stores $34,516 $8,629 $323,314 0.03

4539 Other Miscellaneous Store Retailers $192,114 $48,029 $1,140,143 0.04

4541 Electronic Shopping & Mail-Order Houses $207,581 $51,895 $4,816,912 0.01

4542 Vending Machine Operators $4,496 $1,124 $529,819 0.00

4543 Direct Selling Establishments $45,103 $11,276 $1,313,172 0.01

7223 Special Food Services $38,457 $9,614 $722,777 0.01

7224 Drinking Places - Alcoholic Beverages $41,995 $10,499 $530,855 0.02

7225 Restaurants/Other Eating Places $757,576 $189,394 $589,323 0.32

Source: ESRI, MRB Group
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Housing Characteristics  
The Village of Rushville has a higher concentration of owner-occupied housing units 

than either county. Vacancy rates are also lower in the Village than either county.  

The Village of Rushville has an aging housing stock compared to either county. Of the 

313 total housing structures in the Village, over 60% were built prior to 1940 and 66.5% 

were built prior to 1970. Only 45.7% in Ontario County and 54.5% in Yates County were 

built prior to 1970. The Village has only had 2 new housing structures built since 2010. 

 

  

 

Housing Units by Year Structure Built

Village of 

Rushville

Ontario 

County

Yates 

County

Built 2014 or later 0.0% 2.7% 1.1%

Built 2010-2013 0.6% 3.3% 1.5%

Built 2000-2009 5.8% 11.5% 8.7%

Built 1990-1999 8.9% 11.8% 12.0%

Built 1980-1989 9.9% 11.9% 11.5%

Built 1970-1979 8.3% 13.0% 10.7%

Built 1960-1969 4.2% 7.0% 8.4%

Built 1950-1959 0.6% 6.5% 7.2%

Built 1940-1949 1.0% 3.0% 4.1%

Built 1939 or earlier 60.7% 29.2% 34.8%

Source: ESRI
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Housing Affordability 

Housing affordability is typically measured by keeping 

housing costs below 30 percent of the area median 

income (AMI). This is to ensure that households have 

enough money to pay for other nondiscretionary 

costs beyond housing. The income threshold 

calculated at $30,015 is well below the median 

household income for the Village. This suggests a very 

affordable housing stock. The Village scored a 232 on 

ESRI’s Housing Affordability Index, where a value of 

100 represents the national average. Index values 

greater than 100 indicate generally more affordable 

housing with respect to national averages. A majority 

of households in the Village (52.6%) have a household 

income of $35,000 - $99,000. Roughly 38% of 

households would be considered middle class, with 

household income of $50,000-$99,000.While the 

Median Home Value in the Village is currently 

$153,125, ESRI projects that the Median Home Value will rise to $261,364 by 2026. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Household Income Threshold, Village of Rushville

Item $

Median Home Value, 2021 $153,125

Avg. Mortgage/Other Loan Payments & 

Basics (Annual)
$8,404

Household Income Threshold $30,015

Median Household Income, 2020 $57,738

Source: ESRI, MRB Group
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The Village of Rushville established a zoning ordinance in 2010. Currently, the Village is 

defined by the following districts:  

R-1: Residential -Low density, single-family 

neighborhoods 

C-1: Commercial -Commercial areas 

providing goods and services  

C-2: Commercial-Commercial uses and 

buildings including restricted commercial 

operations not permitted in other districts  

M-D: Multiple Dwelling-Multi-family 

dwellings including apartments and 

townhouses 

 

The map to the right shows the Village of 

Rushville’s official zoning map in which 

these districts are defined spatially. R-1 is 

the primary composition of the Village 

consisting of single-family dwellings. 

Commercial districts are located just west 

of the Village center, majority of which is 

located in Ontario County. Various 

businesses are located in the C-1 and C-2 

districts. The C-2 district runs along Railroad 

Ave as well as Warehouse Street and Water 

street. C-1 represents businesses located on 

Main Street. Multiple dwelling units are 

limited within the Village,  but can be found 

in both Ontario and Yates County. The 

yellow MD zones represent the two major 

multi family residencies in Rushville, Castle 

Street Apartments and Ruben Drive. Both of 

these multi-family housing zones support 

affordable housing. 
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Zoning Districts Defined 

Below is a description of each zoning district from the Village of Rushville Zoning 

Ordinance. In the ordinance, the district is characterized follow by permitted principal 

uses, permitted accessory uses, dimensional requirements, and special use permits. 

R-1 Residential

The purpose of the Residential District (R-1) District is to promote orderly low-density 

development of single-family dwelling units in residential neighborhoods. It is also the 

declared purpose of these regulations that these single-family neighborhoods shall be 

free from other uses except those listed herein and hereby declared to be compatible 

with the residential character of this district.  

C-1 Commercial

The purpose of the C-1 Commercial District is to provide integrated and planned 

commercial areas, goods and services necessary to serve the needs of the population 

of the community. 

C-2 Commercial

The purpose of the C-2 Commercial District is to permit commercial uses and buildings 

Commercial District are designed to accommodate commercial operations whose 

external physical effects are restricted to the area of the districts and in no manner 

affect in a detrimental way any of the surrounding districts. 

M-D Multiple Dwelling

Due to the type of development characteristic of multiple dwellings, any land used for 

the purpose of multiple dwellings must be zoned as a Multiple Dwellings (M-D) District. 

Apartment houses and townhouses are permitted within MD.  

CSP Community Services Properties 

The purpose of Community Service Properties is for the use of community services. These 

properties exist within other districts throughout the Village and have been identified on 

the official zoning map. 
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Agriculture 

While not directly in an agricultural district, Rushville is surrounded by agricultural land in 

the northern portion of the Village near Gorham and in the southern part of the Village 

going into the Town of Potter. Farmland on the Yates County side of the Village is 

primarily owned by the Mennonite community. Farms in the surrounding area include 

Bay Farms, Green View Farms, Vine Valley Farm, Valley Farm Market, and Sunnyside 

Greenhouse & Farm. These farms serve as key local providers for fresh produce.  
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Education 

The Village of Rushville is served by the Marcus-Whitman Central School District. This 

district is comprised of Middlesex Valley Primary School located to the southwest of the 

Village and Gorham Intermediate School and Marcus Whitman Middle/High School 

located north of the Village.  This district also serves students from the Town of 

Middlesex, and the Town of Gorham.  

Village Businesses and Services  

The Village is supported by a variety of businesses. Businesses include, but are not 

limited to a convenience store, gas and retail, banking, automotive, and postal service. 

Key businesses include: 

• Federal Hollow 

• United States Post Office 

• Rushco 

• Community Bank, N.A.  

• Baylee Motors  

Additionally, the Village has the Mabel D. Blodgett Reading Center on South Main 

Street. This offers books, youth activities, and a computer for community access. The 

Village has two churches: the Rushville United Methodist Church and the First 

Congregational Church and Society of Rushville. Both offer worship services and are 

actively involved in community activities, such as the Moody Trail clean-up.  

The Rushville History Room located in the Village Hall includes a Wall of Honor to 

commemorate the local veterans who have served in the Armed Forces of the United 

States. The History Room contains a School Corner dedicated to local schools. The main 

history room has Rushville history books containing copies of newspaper articles, photos, 

etc. for research purposes and displays of Village business and rural home life artifacts. 
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Parks and Amenities 

The Village has one community park 

located on Warren Street. Currently, it 

has a playground, greenspace, and 

seating areas. Another natural asset the 

Village has is the Moody Trail. This hiking 

trail is 2.16 miles in distance  and begins 

at North Main Street. Canandaigua Lake 

is minutes away allowing for scenic 

views and the ability the participate in 

water recreational activities.   

 

Village Services 

The Village of Rushville has services ranging from annual brush pick up, water & sewer to 

public records access. Below is a full list of services the Village offers:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Village of Rushville Services 

• Water 

• Sewer 

• Village Financial Services 

• Public Record Management 

• Vital Record Management 

• Tax Information 

• Code Enforcement  

• Planning Board 

• Zoning Board of Appeals 

• Fire Department  

• Public Facility Rental  

• Street & Sidewalk  Maintenance  

• Snow Removal 
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Brush pick-up is a desired service by residents. This service is occasionally offered by the 

Village, however, it’s not frequent. The Town of Gorhan and Town of Potter offer trash 

and brush drop off however only some residents are eligible for these services.  Services 

vary between the two Counties, providing for confusion and limited service availability. 

 

Key Findings 

Population 

While the population has been declining slowly and is projected to lose another 1% by 

2026, this decline is expected to be less than 10 people.  The Village has a distinctly 

lower rate of household poverty than Ontario and Yates Counties, despite the Median 

Household Income being notably lower than Ontario County.   

Housing  

In terms of housing, vacancy rates are lower within the Village than in the Counties. 

Roughly 80% of the Village’s housing units are owner-occupied, slightly higher than 

Yates County (78.5%) and considerably higher than Ontario County (68.3%). The 

Village’s housing stock is aging, with the vast majority of housing structures being over 

50 years old. This can present a need for home repair grant programs to help address 

aging structures. Residents could also use historic tax credits if they qualify for repair 

projects. Generally speaking, housing is very affordable in the Village of Rushville, 

however median home values are anticipated to increase by 70% in the coming years 

due to constraints in the supply of the housing market. This in conjunction with the aging 

housing stock could start to impact affordability in the coming years.  

Economic Development  

While the land is limited and may be difficult to acquire, new development is possible in 

R-1 districts along Douglas Drive and Warren Street. Aging structures in C-2 districts may 

serve as a future opportunity for mixed-use development. Aging structures on 

Warehouse Street would serve as a candidate for this type of development.  

Supporting existing businesses should be a priority for Rushville’s future. Rushville has 

some long-standing staple businesses that serve as a key part of the community. These 

local businesses are heavily depended on by the Village and surrounding towns. The 

existing park and natural assets should be improved, preserved, and supported. The 

Village park has the opportunity for upgrades that could support events and 

recreational activities for all ages to enjoy. 
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Village Services 

While neighboring municipalities offer services, it may be time for the Village to consider 

adding a few more services to address Village needs. Brush pick up and trash pick up 

serve as a key area where the Village can be more involved in providing service to 

residents.  
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The Planning Process 
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The planning process for the Rushville Comprehensive Plan followed a four-phase strategy 

based on rigorous data analysis and robust community engagement utilizing a diverse 

set of tools and methods. Each phase lasted three months in duration, resulting in a year-

long process from the initial steering committee meeting until plan adoption.   

Rushville’s comprehensive planning process kicked off with a “deep dive” 

examining the existing conditions in the community. The purpose of this phase 

is to understand the demographics, operational conditions, and trends surrounding 

growth and development for the Village. The plan is grounded in actionable market and 

demographic data, it was important for the committee to understand the data and what 

it means currently for their community. Research and analysis were conducted using the 

industry’s top data sources and these findings were able to then be presented to the 

steering committee in their future work sessions.  

This phase focused on determining the direction of Rushville’s planning 

horizon. This was done by forming a steering committee that consisted of a 

diverse mixture of community residents and a municipal representative. The steering 

committee met on a monthly basis with the purpose of leveraging input and data to 

determine the best course for the Village to follow for the next 15-20 years. Using the 

phase 1 data and research, the committee was able to discuss what the data means to 

their Village, clarification on trends, and identify any inconsistencies the committee 

brought up based upon their review of the data and their knowledge of the community. 

In addition, meaningful community engagement occurred during this phase. Visioning 

Phase II: Visioning and Strategy Development 

Phase I: Discovery and Existing Conditions Assessment 
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statements and ideas developed by the steering committee were presented to the 

public through public forums and surveys. This was to ensure that the process was 

community-driven and each voice was heard. Feedback from the public was actively 

used to refine ideas and concepts developed by the steering committee to ensure it was 

representative of the community as a whole.  

 

In this phase, the consulting team worked with the Rushville steering 

committee and developed a set of distinct initiatives and action steps 

necessary to advance the vision. Key initiatives are overarching strategy 

elements that Rushville used to focus on achieving its vision.  These were well-defined, 

high-priority components of local government operations that were critical to advancing 

the community in their chosen direction.  Once key initiatives were defined, an 

implementation matrix was developed that served as an activation planning tool.  

During this phase, the steering committee communicated the plan 

recommendations to the Village Board. The Board then evaluated and 

finalized plan elements, engaged in environmental review (also known as 

the State Environmental Quality Review (SEQR)), and adopted the plan. The Village of 

Rushville comprehensive plan, and any amendment thereto, is subject to the provisions 

of the state environmental quality review act under article eight of the environmental 

conservation law and its implementing regulations. The Village of Rushville 

comprehensive plan is designed to also serve as, or be accompanied by, a generic 

environmental impact statement pursuant to the state environmental quality review act 

statute and regulations. No further compliance with such law is required for subsequent 

site-specific actions that are in conformance with the conditions and thresholds 

established for such actions in the generic environmental impact statement and its 

findings. 

What’s Next After Adoption? 

After a plan is adopted it can be used as an everyday resource for the Village staff, 

committees, Boards, and the public. It becomes a valuable tool in ensuring proposed 

developments align with the Village’s vision, values, and goals. It can serve as a 

supporting document for grant applications, a filter for building developments, and a 

guide for future zoning code updates to ensure they are appropriate for the 

community’s needs. The document is made available as a hard copy within Village Hall 

for community use and online as a PDF document for the public to access.  

Phase III: Implementation and Action Planning 

Phase IV: Adoption 
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Plan Foundation 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  31 

 

 

 

Phase II of the comprehensive plan process is focused on visioning and strategy 

development. This is the most important part of the plan as it represents the DNA of the 

Village and how future initiatives are evaluated. To ensure this process truly reflects the 

viewpoint of the entire community, a strong campaign of robust, authentic, and 

meaningful public engagement was executed. This included a three-month long 

process in which the steering committee participated in interactive exercises to help 

define the core values of Rushville. Multiple draft vision statements and value 

statements were reviewed by the steering committee. After input and revisions were 

made, the statements were presented to the public for feedback. The public provided 

such input at the second public forum, held May 24, 2022. They enjoyed a cookout 

dinner and engaged in the same interactive exercises the steering committee did to 

make sure their voice was heard and to see if their opinions aligned with the work that 

was done so far.  

Community Engagement  

Meaningful community engagement is critical in the comprehensive plan process. It’s 

an opportunity for community members to voice their opinion on the proposed vision, 

values, and ideas that will shape the future for their community. Feedback from 

community engagement is used to help ensure that the vision and values align with the 

community’s ideals. Community engagement was conducted in the form of a 

community survey and public forum events. Events were communicated to the public 

through Village water bills and on Facebook.  

Community Survey 

As part of the investigation and discovery phase of the comprehensive plan process, a 

community survey was administered via mail as well as digitally. The survey consisted of 

questions asking about what topics were important to residents and how satisfied they 

were with them. Questions were asked about the following topics: 

• School and Childcare 

• Reading Center 

• Housing Quality Affordability, and Maintenance 

• Employment and Business Development 

• Retail and Restaurants 

• Transportation, Mobility and Parking  

• Cultural Opportunities and Community Amenities 

• Utilities and Infrastructure  
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Demographic info was also collected by those willing to provide it allowing insight on 

who was responding in the Village. Open-ended questions were also part of the survey 

for community members to express any other thoughts they had about the Village.  

Community Survey Findings 

Valuable insight was provided on various topics through the survey. There was a large 

emphasis on internet service, sidewalks, property maintenance, park improvements, 

and more village businesses and services. Survey comments also suggested that being 

on a tourist route, Rushville should capitalize on the Village location and enhance 

economic development to attract tourists to the Village. A copy of the community 

survey can be found in the appendix. 

Public Forum #1 

The first public forum was held at the Rushville Firehouse on 

March 1, 2022. The forum was held from 7-9pm in an open 

house/drop-in format. There was no formal presentation, but 

instead, interactive station exercises. The purpose of the 

station exercises was to help understand the strengths, 

weaknesses, opportunities, and threats that the community 

sees in the Village as it currently exists.  

Six station boards, featured below, were set up around the 

room. Community members were free to engage however 

they saw fit. 

Station 1, the Birdseye View exercise involved looking at an 

aerial map and identifying things that were working well in the 

Village and things that can use improvements. Stations 2-5 

focused on the community’s perception of what they want to 

keep, get rid of, and attract to the Village.  Station 6 was a 

creative thinking exercise where community members posted 

a big idea they have for the Village. Comments community members made generated 

several open discussions based on what resonated with them and allowed everyone to 

get to know more about each other as neighbors and build additional local connections. 

Findings from Public Forum #1 

The topics of housing, economic development, parks, and Village services were the focus 

of the discussion. Residents clearly identified what things were working well in the Village 

and what wasn’t working well.  
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Comments directed to what is working well in the Village that 

residents identified were: 

• Village services and infrastructure  

• Village amenities and activities  

• Appreciation for local businesses  

 

Comments on things that are not working well in the Village that 

residents identified were: 

• The need for park enhancements  

• Sidewalk improvements  

• Tree Maintenance  

• Need for new businesses (especially a restaurant) 

Housing 

The following were comments related to housing in the Village: 

• Appreciation for various housing characteristics 

• lowering the rate of the turnover of residents 

• Grant information to be made available to owners to make 

improvements and repairs 

• More houses and land acquisition 

• More affordable housing  

 

Economic Development 

The following were comments related to economic development in 

the Village:  

• Rushville has a desirable location along the wine trail/tourist 

corridor 

• Building deterioration needs to be addressed throughout the 

Village  

• Support for local businesses  

• Support for large (box store) businesses  

• The need to be able to shop for essentials locally, rather than 

traveling out of the Village 

• Attracting more shops and restaurants 

• Desire for a farmer’s market 
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Parks  

The following were comments related to parks in the Village: 

• Appreciation for the Moody Trail and Community Park

• Updates to the park bridge entrance

• Adding lights to the park

• Improvements to the playground

• Suggestion of a dog park

• Support for an updated bottle bill in NYS to reduce litter

• More organized spaces for recreation for kids and

adults, floral garden

• Suggestion of a community theater and community

band

Village Services 

The following comments were made about Village Services: 

Things people like and want to keep: 

• Appreciation for water and sewer services

• Appreciation for sidewalk and snow plowing services

• Quality drinking water

• Having a fiscally responsible government

• The library (reading center)

Things people don’t like and want to get rid of: 

• Litter on the streets and in the creek

• Creekside (removal of tires), log jams, and trash

Things people don’t have, but would like: 

• Website maintenance

• Improved cell reception

• Brush pick-up

• Meeting place for youth activities

• Community Center

• High-speed internet

• Another clean-up date, possibly work with Potter to do it, brush pick-up



35 

One Big Idea for Rushville 

The last board of comments was titled “One Big Idea for 

Rushville.” Comments ranged from live music, community 

events, gatherings at the Firehall, recreational games, and 

festivals. All comments for each exercise can be found in the 

appendix. 

Public Forum #2 

The second public forum was held at the Rushville Firehouse on May 21, 2022. This forum 

was held in the form of a community cookout. Based on feedback from the first public 

forum, the term “public forum” seemed intimidating when advertising the event, so this 

new format was agreed to. The committee stressed they wanted the format to be family-

friendly in hopes more community members would be willing to attend. The event was 

advertised as the “Rushville Community Cookout” and the attendance improved by 

nearly double from the first public forum. Community members enjoyed the social aspect 

of being at an event and were willing to participate in the planning exercises after eating 

with their families and neighbors. This informal environment allowed community members 

to relax and generate conversations naturally with each other, the steering committee, 

and MRB Group staff.  

There were two interactive exercises that were conducted at the community cookout. 

The first exercise consisted of reviewing Rushville’s value and vision statements. If 

participants liked the statement or had a favorite, they placed a green dot near that 

statement. If there was something in the statement they didn’t like or felt it didn’t fit, they 

placed a red dot on that board section.  The second exercise was called “What’s 

Missing?” This was similar to Station 6 in the first forum in which community members could 

express any other big ideas or thoughts they had for Rushville. This exercise was helpful to 

identify “what’s missing” and any other ideas that may have been missed from  the value 

and vision statements.  
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The following ideas were posted by community members on the What’s Missing Board:  

 

• Continuation of sidewalk segments  

• Make the park more inviting   

• Better Access to Fuel 

• Continuing to support and growing local businesses 

• More community activities and events  

• Development of vacant properties  

• Library expansion 

• Adding a restaurant to the Village 

• A weekly Village newspaper 

• More affordable housing development  

• “What about the park? Plans for pavilion etc.” 

• Preservation of farmland 

• Adding floral gardens and upgrading equipment in the park 

•          Improving brush pick-up services  

• Decreasing short-term rentals in the Village 

• Providing municipal trash collection services  

• Improving water department communication and services  

• More water recreation activities  

• Improvements to wayfinding and municipal signage  
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Findings from Public Forum #2 

Residents actively participated in the exercises and in discussions among their peers, 

neighbors, and friends about their ideas for the future of Rushville. Many of the new ideas 

presented in the “What’s Missing?” board were related to housing, bringing more 

businesses & restaurants to the Village, enhancing and getting new park upgrades, and 

expanding Village services. Residents agreed with the vision and value statements 

presented. 
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Vision Statement 

The vision statement serves as the foundation for all other plan elements.  Simply, the 

vision statement attempts to capture the essence of the Village, ten-to-fifteen years 

from today, if activities described in the plan are appropriately executed.  It is meant to 

be both authentic—true to the wishes of the Village residents—and aspirational. 

Rushville’s Vision Statement 

“We are proud to be a close community that puts neighbors first. We are committed to

protecting and enhancing our natural assets, growing and supporting local businesses,

and providing high quality Village services to our community.  Our focus is on 

expanding home ownership opportunities, facilitating community events, and 

continuing the tradition of being a safe and enjoyable community to live in. “ 

Rushville’s Core Values: 

Values serve as a filter when making decisions for the Village. For instance, anytime a 

new development is proposed, the project should be evaluated to determine 

alignment with the values. The values within the comprehensive plan help us filter out 

what is not in alignment with the Village’s vision. The following values should be 

considered anytime a development or decision that will impact the Village is proposed: 

1. An open and responsive government. The Village is prideful in an open

government that is receptive to new ideas and will listen to its citizens.

2. Growth and development that respects our small town feel and scale Rushville

takes great pride in being a small village. Any projects or developments need to

support the existing local community while enhancing and growing business in a

sustainable manner.

3. Stewardship and respect for our natural environment

With various natural resources from Canandaigua Lake to the Moody Trial,

preservation, protection, and respect is our priority. New projects should make

sure that they don’t disrupt or harm natural assets and if there is potential impact,

that a mitigation plan to reduce impacts is identified.

 

“We are proud to be a close community that puts neighbors first. We are committed 

to protecting and enhancing our natural assets, growing and supporting local 

businesses, and providing high quality Village services to our community.  Our focus is

on expanding home ownership opportunities, facilitating community events, and 

continuing the tradition of being a safe and enjoyable community to live in. “ 
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Key Initiatives & Implementation 
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In order to advance Rushville’s vision of a vibrant Village, home to active and 

engaged residents, and host to a variety of businesses to serve the community 

and region, disciplined prioritization is critical. 

The Village has identified the following Key Initiatives— strategy areas that will 

most quickly and effectively advance the community toward its shared vision. 

 

 

In order for the Village to grow and attract residents who share our core values, 

careful attention must be paid to developing new housing alternatives and 

enhancing the condition of existing housing in the Village.   

The Village will work to ensure that zoning and development regulations are 

streamlined to support this development, and that Village efforts are pointed at 

attracting new investors to create housing opportunities.  Funding opportunities 

will be identified to reinforce the existing housing stock, and to create new 

opportunities for affordable and workforce housing. 

Action When Who’s Responsible Relative 

Cost 

1 Develop inventory of potential infill 

development and other sites of potential 

developer interest 

2023 Mayor/Village Board $ 

1.A Identify priority site infrastructure constraints 2023 Staff $ 

1.B Identify potential funding sources to address 

infrastructure constrains 

2024 Mayor, Village Board, 

GFLRPC, External Consultants 

$$ 

1.C Conduct outreach to potential housing 

developers 

2023 Mayor, Village Board, IDAs $ 

1.D Conduct a zoning and development 

regulation audit to ensure that existing codes 

align with this strategy 

2023 Planning Board, Zoning 

Board 

$ 

1.E Update zoning and development regulations 2024 External Consultants $$ 

Key Initiative #1: Create a Diversity of Housing and Home 

Ownership Opportunities 
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One advantage to Village living is access to a strong set of municipal services, 

including water, wastewater, library, and community events; as well as access 

to and responsiveness of Village leadership. 

The Village will continue to invest in high-quality Village services to provide 

maximum value for taxpayer investment.  The Village will focus their efforts on 

providing reliable water and sewer services, aggressive highway and public 

facility maintenance, and continued investment in the library and history room 

facilities.  Additionally, the Village will consistently provide for ready access to 

the Mayor, Trustees, and appointed staff—providing residents with the 

opportunity to be a full partner in Village service delivery and decision-making. 

Key Initiative #2 Potential Action Items Table 
Action When Who’s Responsible Relative 

Cost 

2 Create a Citizen’s Implementation 

Committee to ensure advancement of 

initiatives and strategies from the 

Comprehensive Plan 

2023 Mayor, Village Board $ 

2.A Conduct a bi-annual survey of Village 

residents to ensure that the Board and other 

leadership have a firm understanding of 

needs and expectations for Village services. 

2024 Mayor, Village Board, External 

Consultants 

$ 

2.B Convene quarterly meetings with the Town 

of Gorham, Middlesex, and Potter to discuss 

infrastructure and operational challenges 

2023 Mayor $ 

2.C Work with Yates  and Ontario County 

leadership to engage in the Countywide 

Shared Services Initiative and advance 

potential collaborative projects 

2023 Mayor $ 

2.D Leverage Local Government Efficiency 

Grants to fund shared equipment, facilities, 

and staffing arrangements with neighboring 

communities 

2024 Mayor, Village Board, Staff, 

External Consultants 

$$ 

Key Initiative #2: Improve Village Services 
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Rushville has cherished assets, including streets, sidewalks, public buildings and 

the Village Park.  Continued investment and enhancement in these facilities will 

be critical to attracting and retaining residents and businesses in the community. 

The Village will engage in capital improvement planning and identification of 

grants and other resources to ensure that public facilities, streets, sidewalks, and 

the park are all well-maintained and functional.  Special attention will be paid 

to creating recreational opportunities at the park via investments in passive 

recreation amenities, picnic pavilions, and other attractions that will contribute 

to the park’s enjoyment by Village residents. 

Key Initiative #3 Potential Action Items Table 

Action When Who’s Responsible Relative Cost 

3 Develop an internally-led 

sidewalk infrastructure 

assessment 

2023 Mayor, Village 

Board, Staff, 

Volunteers 

$ 

3.A Develop an internally-led 

park and trail infrastructure 

assessment 

2023 Mayor, Village 

Board, Staff, 

Volunteers 

$ 

3.B Engage with Cornell Design 

Connect and similar 

programs for low cost 

concept development for 

park and trail amenities 

2023 Mayor, Non-Profit 

Partners 

$ 

3.C Create a five-year Capital 

Improvement Plan for 

infrastructure, parks, and 

Village equipment 

2024 External Consultant $$ 

3.D Engage with external grant 

writers to conduct research 

and application activity for 

priority projects 

Ongoing External 

Consultants 

$-$$ 

Key Initiative #3: Enhance Park and Village Amenities 
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Local businesses create shopping, dining, and service opportunities for residents 

and visitors to the Village.  Additionally, the presence of smaller, locally-owned 

enterprises ensures a resilient economy—with stability provided through the 

diversity of businesses, and the retention of dollars generated by these 

businesses here in the Rushville community. 

 

The Village will ensure that local codes and development regulations facilitate 

the stability and growth of small business.  Locally-owned businesses will be the 

focus of future economic development grant applications and other financing 

opportunities to support growth and expansion.  The Village will partner with 

regional economic development partners to facilitate “shop local” campaigns, 

and ensure that Main Street and other commercial districts are well 

maintained—creating a vibrant backdrop for local businesses. 
 

Key Initiative #4 Potential Action Items Table  

 Action When Who’s Responsible Relative Cost 

4 Convene quarterly meetings with 

the Finger Lakes Economic 

Development Center and the 

Yates County Chamber of 

Commerce to discuss business 

retention and attraction efforts 

and resources 

2023 Mayor, Yates 

County Chamber 

of Commerce, 

FLEDC 

$ 

4.A Work with Finger Lakes Economic 

Development Center to assess 

and improve broadband internet 

service to businesses and homes 

2024 CIC $$$ 

4.B Create and promote at least two 

annual events, attracting local 

and regional visitation to 

Rushville 

2023 Mayor, Village 

Board, Yates 

County Chamber 

of Commerce, 

Volunteers 

$$ 

4.C Inventory potential business 

locations for a restaurant and 

other small retail 

2023 CIC $ 

4.D Develop a targeted list of 

regional restaurants/retailers and 

create mailings showcasing 

available properties 

2024 CIC $$ 

Key Initiative #4: Expand, Enhance, and Support Locally-Owned 

Businesses 
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Future Land Use 
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FUTURE LAND USE 

The Future Land Use framework isn’t a regulatory document in and of itself. Still, it is a 

conceptual guide for realizing the community’s broad land-use priorities for the future 

of Rushville. It doesn’t regulate specific parcels or include an exhaustive list of areas 

prime for change or development due to it not being intended to be a static 

document – this framework remains conceptual to adapt to emerging conditions and 

changing needs over time. It will allow for detailed zoning boundaries, specific 

permitted uses, dimensions and performance standards to be flexible with the length of 

the documents use. 

The steering committee participated in a future land use exercise in which they looked 

at a map of the Village and a zoning map side by side. Members were tasked to think 

about what type of future development would they like in the Village and where that 

development should be. The members drew their selections on the map. It was 

emphasized that this is not zoning exercise and should not be not parcel by parcel 

based, but rather broad strokes to think of big picture development.  

Potential future land uses are allocated across two character areas—Traditional 

Neighborhood Residential and Mixed-Use Commercial.  These areas are broad 

characterizations of sections of the community, and can be used to drive development 

of future zoning districts. 

Traditional Neighborhood Residential 

Future development within this character area should reinforce connectivity to 

community assets and services, provision of open space, and neighborhood-scale 

infrastructure – all features that contribute to the quality of life in Rushville. Any non-

residential uses should be intended and should function to serve the neighborhoods in 

which they are located, with priority given to pedestrian scale versus auto-oriented 

development. 

Compatible uses include: 

• All freestanding residential with parcel lots less than one acre

• Attached residential (townhomes, patio homes, and apartments)

• In-home businesses

• Community services (Government, Health, Education, Libraries, Civic, and

Religious)

• Cultural uses

• Parks, natural areas, recreation, and associated services (public or private)
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Mixed-Use Commercial 

This character area is defined by a core-commercial district and comparable 

developments appropriately sited throughout the Village.  Commercial, residential, and 

other uses are meant to be both self-contained (i.e. services to address adjacent 

residences) and as destinations for shoppers and visitors from within and outside of the 

Village.  Uses may be mixed within the same structure, and interspersed among multiple 

structures. 

Compatible uses include: 

• Mixed-use developments featuring higher density (attached) residential, retail,

and service uses

• Retail, office, and service-oriented uses (exclusive of “big box” development)

• Multi-family residential development, including townhomes, condominiums,

apartment buildings, and other densely developed housing (excluding

detached single-family housing)

• Medical and community service uses

• Lodging and tourism-related uses

• Education and cultural uses

• Parks, natural areas, recreation, and associated services (public or private)

The Village is focused on the area for development in former industrial areas located in 

the northeastern area of the Village.  It is identified on the Future Land Use Map along 

and adjacent to Warehouse Street and the West River.  This area represents a unique 

opportunity for transformative redevelopment, embracing recreation, housing,  and 

placemaking opportunities.   

Future Land Use Map 

The next page shows the Village of Rushville future land use map. This map is intended 

to be to be flexible, particularly regarding transitions between traditional residential and 

mixed-use commercial character areas. It is important to be cognizant of what project 

types would be appropriate in which character area. For example, if a developer 

wanted to create high density mixed use in the traditional neighborhood residential 

area, this wouldn’t be an appropriate fit as this character area is suited for freestanding 

residential and low-density housing. The mixed-use commercial district would be more 

appropriate for this type of development as it could support retail and high density 

attached housing.  
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The focus areas for future development are shaded in their respective locations on the 

map. 
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Maps
• Zoning Map
• Yates County Agricultural Map
• Ontario County Agricultural Map
• Rushville Future Land Use Map
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Community 
Survey Results 
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Rushville Survey Results 
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36.7% 

Schools and Childcare 
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Reading Center 

36.7% 
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Housing 
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Employment and business Development 
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Retail and Restaurants 
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Transportation 
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Cultural Opportunities and Community Amenities 
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Parks and Recreation 
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Utilities and Infrastructure 
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 Public Forum 
Station Board Results 

and Comments 



Station 1: Birdseye View

Place two green dots on parts of the

community that are working really well, or

that you really enjoy. Describe these

selections on a post-it note.

Place two red dots on on things that

aren't working so well, or that you'd like to

see changed. Describe those issues on a

post-it note as well. 

Directions:

Water Treatment Plant 

Trail & Cemetery Library

Enjoy walking moody trail Library activities are wonderful

Federal Hollow

Extend moody trail to south Park could be good for families but out of date 

Intersection at Gorham Rd and N Main St.

Fix bridge to the park and update the park 

Bridge to the park is dangerous 

Poor or non-existant sidewalks 

 Lights in park Enforce leash law 

Sidewalks for N Main 

Need new restaurant Remove tree that blocks street 
fiew pulling out of Douglas DrIndustry at old Comstock

Extend driveways to Douglas Dr





We've got it and

want to keep it

Station 2: Housing

We don't have it

but want it

We don't have it

and don't want it

We've got it but

want to get rid of it

For each square below, please place a post it note with a

housing topic/issue for that phrase.

Room for improvement 
but definitely want to keep 
our housing 

Good Mix A lot of rentals now Rentals (a lot of
turnover of residents)

Grant information to be made available 
to owners to make improvements and 
repairs 

More land and houses

More affordable housingMore houses 



Station 3: Economic

Development

For each square below, please place a post it note with an

economic development topic/issue for that phrase.

We've got it and

want to keep it

We've got it but

want to get rid of it

We don't have it

and don't want it

We don't have it

but want it

Good location, wine trail, tourist corridor
Some village deteroriation

Apply for historic restoration 
grants and loans to improve what 
we have 

No chain stores or box stores, let's keep it 
local, keep it personal, support the little 
business first

Dollar Store 

Dollar Store 

Big Box Stores
Shop for gifts and essentials so 
you can avoid Walmart, 
additional gas station 

More shops, restaurants, etc.

More Homes 

Dollar Store 

Farmers Market 

Pizza shop

Coffee Shop

Restaurants & Food Choices



Station 4: Parks 

For each square below, please place a post-it note with

a parks topic/issue for that phrase.

We've got it and

want to keep it

We've got it but

want to get rid of it

We don't have it and

don't want it

We don't have it but

want it

Moody Trail Trail and Park 

Update bridge & Park 

More playground equipment and 
organized spaces for recreation for kids 
and adults, floral garden 

 

Better playground, maybe a dog park

Open space park amenities 

Improvement on parks overall, more 
lights more awareness 

More/Better sidewalks

More real sidewalks

Support an updated bottle bill in 
NYS  to reduce litter 

Dog Park 

Community theater and 
community band, perform in the 
park? 

A place for teenagers to get 
together 

Bike paths Sidewalks leading to the park 

Improved park/community center 

Better amenities

Lights to light up the park at night 



Station 5: Village Services

For each square below, please place a post-it note with a

village services topic/issue for that phrase.

We've got it and

want to keep it

We've got it but

want to get rid of it

We don't have it but

want it

We don't have it and

don't want it

Canandaigua's Lake Water 

Sidewalk/Snow plowing 

The library, lets of information 
activities: book club, story times, 
computers etc.

Cemetery Maintainence Safe drinking water

Fiscally responsible 
gov't, keeps village 
sustainable

Sidewalks improved or built

Litter on the streets and in the creek

Creekside (removal of tires), log jams & trash

Website maintainence

brush pick up
Poor cellular reception

Meeting place for youth activities 
Community Center 

High speed internet

Another clean up day, possibly work with 
Potter to do it, brush pick up 



Station 6: One BIG

Idea for Rushville 
On a post-it note, write down one BIG idea you

have for Rushville and place it on the board.

Alternative uses for park:
-Festival?
-Farmers market?

Yes =)

Community theater and 
community band (perform 
in park?)

Arts and crafts activities, mixed age groups

Accessible park visible from main road, 
attraction for young families 

Blueberry festival (Park of community 
days)

park that is utilized and more up to date, "party in 
the park" and gatherings. (Community days/
memorial day parade) 

I agree with all the other notes too!

Heritage day?

Live music at park

Community events (more of them)

Blueberry fest, more festivals
Adult games: 
Euchre at Firehall, 
Bingo, Yahtzee

Teenage gathering at fire hall, maybe a pool table, 
games

Restaurant

awhite
Line



Additional Comments from Rushville Forum 3/1/2022 

• the moody trail is nice but needs a better surface for accessibility- stone

dust base

• park ides- movie night sponsored by local business, corn hole / horseshoe,

pickle ball / kick ball, ice cream social Chili cook off,

• summer rec at library utilizing the park - hire students or college interns

• village open house farm stands and map of participating stands

• ice skating

• need more housing to lessen the impact of water and sewer rates.

• consider developing farm land around the village perimeter into new

homes

• need more sidewalks especially from Douglas drive to warehouse st

• attract business - obtain grants to fix downtown buildings

• need trash pick-up services at a reasonable cost

• Need better park and accessibility



What’s Missing Board Comments 

• I'm glad we have our little grocery store. I wish we had more regular groceries to choose from
I'm willing to pay a little more so I don't have to go to Canandaigua.

• Continue new sidewalk from Railroad Ave to Douglas Ave, would like the restaurant back also
• A better park & sidewalks  in some areas would improve the area drastically. We need to be

friendlier to new residents Right now there isn't a very warm feeling towards newcomers. We
LOVE our school district & programs.

• More support for volunteer local first responders. Better access to fuel. We LOVE Rushco but
our needs require more hours. We look forward to settling down & raising our family here there
is so much value here!

• Businesses & Sales people, more consciousness of community needs
• Like to see a new restaurant, like to have some work done at the park, more community

activities
• Better sidewalks, a convenience store would be helpful
• Auction off empty properties
• Library-what about the addition that was approved long ago
• A good restaurant
• Consideration of a village newspaper, I understand there’s a newsletter out there but a weekly

news publishing would be cool! A good look at public safety, specifically ambulance crews in the
tri-town area

• We also need affordable housing for rentals, but large complexes would not fit in this
community, maybe smaller version?

• What about park? Plans for pavilion etc.
• Preserve what farmland we have in Rushville
• Emphasis of a good work ethic in our schools
• A floral garden stroll in the park, a bandstand gazebo in the park please for local talent
• Brush pickup would be good
• Clean up/repair sidewalks, restaurant, ice cream place
• Low income housing, less air b&b’s, 1 Saturday every 3 months dump day Yates & Ontario
• A community playground, more for the young to interact.
• Potluck dinner for community every 2 months,
• A lot of debris & garbage get thrown out in the creek & the road ditches, how about better trash

collection?
• Have a once a month Saturday for use of the Gorham dump? So junk doesn’t build up in our

Village
• Better park with pavilion/playground/water/electric, community days picnic with old school

music, dunking booth, balloon pop, face paint, small kid prizes, softball throw
• Whatever became of community service for kids or adults that get into a little trouble?
• Regarding where people fill their water tanks, it would be helpful if when there is a “Boil H20”

order that it is posted at the water station. Also, a price sheet, how much per gallon or quarter
or 1.00 can get ya? Also, regarding water, it would be nice to have a phone number or email
incase it is broken. Thank you!

• Bring the blueberry festival back  horse and wagon rides, basketball games



• We need a volunteer sign up sheet for community clean up days
• Splash pad
• Revamp the playground for our little ones. It would be nice to not drive to Canandaigua =)
• Upgrade playground (slide, seesaw) and community pool
• Canopies over sidewalks (like Clifton Springs)
• Buy local promotion, support local campaign
• Street sweeper more often, drainage getting clogged every time it rains
• Ferry across the lake
• Less BnBs, more low-income housing availability, more lights @ Christmas and lit up trees,

bigger Christmas festival with Christmas carols.
• Flee markets in Federal Hollow Lot, ice cream shop
• LED signs for village speed limits, entering & exiting the Village, Potter end cars double up

passing by DSS home.
• I miss having a restaurant, Rushco is a plus. Renters are also a plus




